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Subsequent to the coup of 1953, Bakhtiar was engaged in
various activities that are described in this memoir. In January
1979, Bakhtiar was elected prime minister. He was overthrown
in less than two months by the Revolution of February 1979,

Subsequently, Bakhtiar fled to France and lived in a suburh
of Paris where he formed and led the National Resistance
Movement of Iran, opposed to the Islamic Republic. On

August 7, 1991, Bakhtiar was murdered in his home.,

Xiv
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Brief Biography of Shapour Bakhtiar

Shapour Bakhtiar, son of Mchammad-Reza (Sardar-e
Fateh) and Naz-Baygom was born in 1915 in the Bakhtiari
region of Iran. Bakhtiar’s maternal grandfather, Najaf-Gholi
Samsam al-Saltaneh, was elected prime minister twice: in 1912
and 1918.

Bakhtiar’s mother died when he was seven years old. He
attended elementary school in Shahr-e Kord and then attended
secondary school in Esfahan and Beirut, Lebanon where he
received his high school diploma from a French school.

On his way to France to continue his studies in 1934,
Rakhtiar learned that his father had been executed by order of
Reza Shah. He returned to Iran and remained there for twa
years.

He. then left for France in 1936, where he earned degrees
in political science, philosophy and law in 1939. In the same
year, Bakhtiar married a French woman and in 1940 he
volunteered for the French army. After the war, Bakhtiar
registered at the Sorbonne where received a doctorate.,

In the winter of 1946, Bakhtiar returned to [ran and was
employed at the newly established Ministry of Labor. Initially,
he was appointed director of the Labor Department in the
Province of Esfahan. Subsequently, he headed up the Labor
Department in Khuzestan, center of the oil industry. During
the premiership of Mohammad Massadegh, Bakhtiar held the
-post of deputy minister of labor.
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University, University of California, at San Diego and
University of Tiibingen.

The project has been suppotted by a grant of $300,000
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, $50,000
from the Ford Foundation and contributions from the Iranian
community in the United States and Europe, as well as from &
number of corporations and foundations. The project has cost
over $750,000 during the fourteen-year period.

The project has produced the following reference works:

|, Reference Guide to the Iranian Oral History Collection,
9. "Librarian's Manual" intended for the use of the library
official in charge of the collection.

3. "General Index" and “Index by Narrator."
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would not be open for review. More than half of the mempoirs
have no restriction.

The interviews were conducted in Persian or English,
depending on the narrator's preference, While 119 of the
memoirs are in Perstan, 13 are in English. Moreover,
approximately 17 hours of the Persian tapes of six narrators
have been translated into English. The translated transcripts
comprise 359 pages of text.

The length of interviews ranges from one to forty-three
hours; the average lengih being 6.4 hours. Each tape is 60
minutes in length, producing approximately 22 pages of text
in Persian, or about 40 pages in Enplish. Not all the tapes
have been transcribed; memoirs of seven narrators totaling 25
hours are currently in audio form only. A total of 811 hours
has been transcribed, verified and retyped. These tratiscripts
total 17,912 pages. Nearly all the transcripts have been indexed
in English.

Each one-hour tape makes up a separate unit with its own
transcript numbered consecutively for each narrator. Each tape
or transcript also has its own individual index,

Tapes and transcripts of memoirs without restriction and
those no longer restricted are available to researchers at the
Houghton Library, Harvard University; as well as at the
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford. Moreover, microfiche
of the collection is now available at the following libraries:
University of Bamberg, Bibliothé¢que Nationale, Paris;
University of Chicago, Library of Congress, New York
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Preface

The Memoirs of Shapour Bakhtiar is the second in a series
of life histories being published by the Iranian Oral History
Project.

The project was launched at the Harvard Center for Middle
Eastern Studies in the autumn of 1981. It provides scholars
endeavoring to study the contemporary political history of Iran
with primary source material, consisting of personal accounts
of 132 individuals who, 8) played major roles in important
political events and decisions from the 19205 to the 1980s, b)

witnessed these events and decisions from close range.

The 836 hours of tape that have been recorded include
memoirs of former prime ministers (such as Shapour Bakhtiar);
key members of cabinets, the legislative branch, the judiciary,
the media, and the private sector; leaders of the tribes, political
parties, and opposition groups (including those who for a time
held office in the Islamic Republic of Iran); commanders of
the armed farces; top officials of the security agency (SAVAK);
and foreign diplomats who played important roles in Iranian
politics.

T'o encourage maximum cooperation, the participants were

given the option of specifying a time before which their memoirs

1%
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